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$+$444+$$$$ Lchaugh I durft not meet 


. $<3; your commands (which carry 


£S ſach abſolutcneſſe over me ) 
> with a refuſe! , yet I have re- 


A O92 turned your Duerce with a 


++4+$++$+4+ reſolution 3 much of which 1 
cannot (without a bluſh) call yy owne, as being not 
much more then a Colke&or of it, from the judicious 
writings of other;onely I may very juſtly feare, that 1, 
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that brevity 1-am confin'd unto , may tcke of much te — 


of that' vigour and nervous modeſty their periods 
laye claime unto. | 
I do 
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(2) 
_"Idocafily believe that your parts are peſPred as 
well as ours, with thoſe extravagancies which arc 


' bred from the miſepprebenſion of this Principle;That 


every attion is unlawful which is not evpreſsly com- 
manded from Scripture. Which as it hath been for 
merly made uſe of, by thoſe of the morerigid ſize, 
agaioft the derencies & conſtitutions of the Chutch z ſo 
itis of late driven ſo high, as that a reſpeZifull civi- 
lity is eſteemed a piece of Idolatry,and' the nioſt inno- 
cent ceremonies,the moſt indiffertt trivial a&ions,are 
perſecuted as inconfiteucies with the Purity of Reli- 
gionunleſs they carry a ſcripti eſt in their forchead. 

Sa that ſeeming to inlarge Scripture , they igno« 
rantly confine it , and whilſt they would bonour 
it, It may be feared they do both to ic and W_ 
many palpable injuries. _ 

As the wildeſt berefies and. errours, hw | in them 
a mixture of ſome inferiour petty truths, which may 
render them more taking and Paſſableto others; ſo 
they borrow commonly their Riſe, ticher from 
the miſapprebenſions or wrong application of truths 


of a greater magnitude & eminence. Whillt the trucr 
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(3) 
Proteſt ant juſtly aſſerts the perfedtion & ſufficiency of 
the ſacred Scriptures,in the R evelation of divindly 
inſpired truths, and ſubſtantials of Gods worſhip; & in 
a happier advancement of morall and civil duties to 
a more ſublime and ſpiritual! height, by direfting 
them to a wobley end ; whilſt He juſily maintains 
this , without intentions of excluding the beliefe of | 
what is otherwiſe reaſonable 3 3 or the pradiice of 
what is Prudential. 

He finds ſome on oxe hand fighting for the abſolute 
neceſſity of Humane traditions, and others in ſhoales 
finmbling. on the :other extreame., who; efteem the 
moſt indifferent a&iow nulewfull, unleſſe warauted by 
an expreſſe Scriptuall command or example : apd this 
of late, is- driven to-ſo-wild and Phantaſtick. an 
beight 3 as that common civility is lookt upon, as the 
mark of the beaſt ; The Pulling off of the bat is met 
with a what command bave you for that? A ſcemly- 
reverence to. ſuperiours'is without doubt a worſpip® 
ing of Anticbrift, and that cuſtomary decent- bye. 
manity., which reaſon commands, is ſpit at,. as in» 
conſiſtent , with the __ principles of their, | 
_ divinity, Thug 


of . (42 
Thus an unhappy miſunderftenting.of that grand 
emtinent truth, of Scriptures ſufficiency, is that ſtone 
which too- many cauſleſsly, fall upon,and that,with 
areſolution of Perſecuting any that ſball lift them | 
up.3 and from' the corruption chiefly of this (a" 7 
mongſ other) miſtaken Principles.j Thoſe ſwarmes 
of. melanthely locuſts which darken the aire, and. 
thoſe creeping Caterpillars thet deſtroy what they 
finde, do take their unhappy being. ard Growth: 

Ne flat . The gqueftion propos'd,doth not concerne the ſub- 
—_— ſtamials of Gods ſervice , or the exerciſe of ſpiritual 
graces. For ali thoſe who ambition the tide of Or- 
thedox., acknowledge the Holy writ 0:be a moſt b- 
ſolute and intire diveGion for that;excluding all thoſe 
bumane tradidions » which would be obrruded , as 
ſupplements to the Dodirint of faith, 1 
/But-the cafs looks onely upon things , in theit 
one nature indifferent ; oft refieAing upon the more 
common and ordinary ations of life. - Whether in ſuch 
attions'f indifſerency , reafon knd diſcretion, mir be 
a ſufficient guide and warrant for our attions ? or 
wheker we are oblig'd under the penalty f. ſin , to pro« 
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(5) 
die vor. commiſſion for ſuch an AT ,; from the com- 
mand, or example of Scripture ,, pr in difantt of fuch 
« wart ent, witerly.to forbeare? } -1 
.- Towards the reſolution of this caſe in the neg ae 
tive , you may be pleaſed to conſider. T 
'Fieſt, Thatthe boly Scriptures are defigned for 
the ſame #ſe 16 25: now , as thoſt viſions and revel.c- 
trons were in cheinfancy of the World , before Seri» 
Pte was writteniwherewith the blefſed Patridrchs, 
and Prophirs, were extraordinarlly viſited > Fhern# 
of bath beiog an. information , of what was to be 
believed and dow for his more acceptable ſervice,and | 
their happy attdnememt of ſalvation. 
+ Az-it is hercfore , a pieceof ſirange phancy to. 
Imagine , that« thoſe blefſed Prophets expebted an 
Immecdiste Revelytion , every time their crayingne» 
ceſiities. invited them to eat, br their recteation to 
walke , &c. or that they: puta top upon ſuch com” 
mon a77ions of life, unlefſe warranted thereto ,, (the 
| Law of nature and the light of reaſon being ( with» 
out controverſy) the guide , which ruled them oa 


ſuch occafians) So is it no lefſe extravagant, 'to gape. 


C6), 
aſter a like commiſſion; forthe like ations whwd 3"66 
tocxpelt a peculier command for the uſt of things 
indifferent, from Heaven 3 but as' reſo and deſcye« 
tion was. their giude" in thoſe Ao23 Fgg m_ 


caſes it inay very welt beouts too,7 © 5777 
2. Ferthough Satted Sctipturt beofa mot ab. 


'  felute ſufficiency, yet it doth not quite ſhut reaſon vr 
of doores;;| (that reliqueiofa Diviner image) diſtre- 
tion is not beſtowed to: be rejefied;, . God: never in- 


fuſes a'ower which hath wr its uſes thoaght weft 


captivate 'our Texſon $0. the unfathomahle myſterizs 
of Religian 5yer wemuſt mor bexiſh'it ;/ though it 
be not admitted into the. boly of boly's, yet [we may 
- charitably permit #20 bea proſelyte of the pete 5 It 


is il}-picring our our+y% that wentay: ſet better , of 


wholly to trip our ſelves of reeſon;to become there. 
by more knowing : that greater luminary of © bis 


wort ,"dothi not extingiiſs reaſon'y nor doth that: 


| ſublimer ray , make us leſſe men”) | theti We were 56> 


fore © aur. rationative faculty is notdiſcharg'd of - 


_ ies ditty \; ' "of ſevering trath from fallchood : "gout 
 ſrom evil, thereby imbracing the one and rejedting. 
the Pther 6 : | 2. Nor 
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ko” 5 Nor doth this admiſſion of reaſop and au 
tion, t0 a&i in aJubmiſſiie I ubordination” , de rogate 
any whit-from”the perfeon and fulneſe, which the 
written word clainies, For 5. 

Every thing is "Wien faid ro carry a per fedlion, 
when it wants nothing requiſite for that end for which 
it was framed : as every the moſt deſpicable member 
of man{'is ſufficiently: -perfed7-, whien it maſters that 
aſe for which-it was appointed; ſo, every Peridd of 
Scriptare y wants nothing neceſſary for that purpoſe 
for which it was debit ; yet- it follows not. 
that becauſe Seripture” is perfels'; - therefore ii 
ſpecifies a-diredion, for every Adion that i Lagfull; 
unleſſe it be evinc't , that it was Golds intent to com- 
priſe therein what ever a man may lawfully pradice ; 
and:that Goll defigned it for that end with an exclu- 
fion of; any thing elſe, to be conſulted with. 
| And'this once admitted, how 'would the Law of 
nature ftand as a cipher , znd that infallible know* 
ledge (ſeem to be antiquated ? Wherein, both general 
principles (pointing at humane' a&ions) are com 
prehended , and from whence flowes thofe conflu- 
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foxs upon which the Particular choice of good gud 
evill, in our "common aflions of life ; tka Its being 
and grouth. 

4- Asfor that which they pleade , am wiſdome 
teaches every good way : therefore thet whereunts 
piſdome by Scripture doth not gridegls wot good; ang 
ſo uwelawfull. 


| It maycakily appeare » that by thinking t0/ <1 
large the uſe of Scripture, they freatch it 106 far; 
tying every Zion to oxe Low, when divine bounty 
hath left uc many 3 and bPendeayouring to gejne 2 
wider liberty. for wiſdome. to. exptiate it ſelfe in, 
they more nerrow{y confine it. 
Though wiſdoie profefſeth to teach us. every 
good way, yet. ſhee promiſes it not by - ove way of 


teaching, for as her wajes arc divers, fo hee manner |_ 


of teaching is not meerly the ſame: as thoſe trehfures 
which Revelation hath diſcoveredin ſcripture arc 
bigh and myſieriaxs, ſo nature it (elſe breaths nothing 
but the efefs of wiſdeme; whatever, thaſe ſergphi- 
call underſtandings above, and the Experience and 
Iravgile of men below , peteng to. be- gailigry 9h, and 


Know 
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Know; are bur ſo many petty drops of that inexhag- 

ſible fountaine of wiſdome, imparted i ina thouſand 
varieties to the world ; If therefore wiſdome reach 
us by Scripture , not onely all the wries that are in a 
certain kind, but ſimply (without any reftraint,) e= 
very way of doing well, then every Art may be gain'd 
from that ſacred volum , for every art infirutis ug, 


In the way of doing ſomething wel. 


Wiſdome therefore (as I before mentioned ) may 
teach us every good way » but that, not by owe onely 
way of teaching, and the, weies of wel-doing arc no 
fewer, then the kinds of voluntery agents. 

We muſt not therefore ſo admire wiſdome one 
way, as to diſgrace bzy in another ; but give every, 
way that juſt propyetionable tribute , which its de 
gree requires. | 

5. As for that Buoree, which ſome patrons of this 
WW flick upon , whether any Afurance for 
what we are to do, and which may reſolve us that w, 
do wellznag ariſe from any thing elſe but Scripture: [ 
humbly conceive that aſſurance ray be ſounded up- 


en ſemewhat elſe : incredulous Thomss was aſſured he 
&2 _ did 


0hj. 


_ <> "09 
did well to believe that that body which was raiſed, 
was the ſeme which was crucified, though it was 


bis ſenſe that gave him that aſſurance , becauſe thou 


haſt ſeen thou believeit ſaith our Saviour Fob, 20. 19. 


.. If we, may believe an honeſt man upon his word 
' in. what he affirmes, or a Philoſophicall axiome 


{though not conterned in Scripture.) without dero- 


gation from its perfection 3 why may we not alſo as 


well do an indifferent thing not forbidden. 
For being itis on all hands granted , that Scrip- 
ture is a perfed? rule "of what ace are to believe, as wel 
as what we are to do, in reference to Heaven ; why 
may not a man , as wel do that which reaſon alone 
judges Lawfull and expedient, without an expreſſe 
from Scripture if not contrary thereunto,) as believe 
that which reaſon alone may rightly judge to be 
true, though not mextioned in Scripture, 

' 6. Whereas ſome would more moderately uſher 
in a mitigation of thi opinion ,” by pleading that 
every the moſt indifferent a&ion ought to be \ſqua- 
red according to thoſe generall rules of the Law of 


 vetirre, diſperſedly conteined in Scripture; ( As that 


we 


4 
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we ſoul do, as don by ; att nothing againſt conſei. 
ence, &c.) and from thence would inferre, that 


whatever is not poſitively countenanCt by Scrip- 


ture is tmlawfull. * 
Be pleaſed to conſider rt. That iſe general 


rule; being but occaſionally mentioned in Scripture,” 


do rather cleey unto us a former , then lay on 


us a ew. obligation; and were in themſelves of force | 
and vigour, before thoſe places were written, wherein 


they are expreſt; for they originally oblige us becauſe 
they are righteous, not becauſe they are written: for 
had not thoſe general! Rules. of nature been expreſt 


any where in Scripture , yet an Aion conformable . 
to them, might not (as ſuch) be utterly condemned. 


as ſinfull,though it were not able to quote ſcripture 
for its warrant; or. though It was not poſſeſt at that 
preſent;with an aFuall ruflexion upon any ſuch place. 
For then it would follow, That for 'a man to doe,as 
be would be don by, would bave been ia ſim, before that 
Rules inſerting in ſcripture; (for before it was writ- 
ten it could not be produced as a commiſſion out of 
Scripture) and conſequently an ation ſquared ac- 


R 3 cording 


Anſw. 


. ObjeR. 


Anſw. 


cn) | 


cording to it would have been anjuſtifble, as 'bes 


ing deſtitute of 'a Scripturall command ; which'| is 


 firayge tobe maintalned. 


I ſhould ſwel far beyond the limits of a letter, 


/ Ru I bur qbviouſly take notice of thaſe niceties 


this opinion ſhrouds it ſelfe under; I ſhall therefore 


; onely ftrike at that maine Prop which ic builds up- || + 


On, as its Rteadicft Pillar , and which upon all occa» 


fions is in their mouths, and thatis the words of the 
Apoſile. Rom, 14-13. . Fbatſoever is not of faith 


is Sin; fram | whence they collef , That be- 


ing faith is Botton'd onely upon Seriptare , and be- 


ing that an Adtion not grounded on Gods word 
amor be of faith; therefor it is ſin. 


A. Were ſaith in that text taken ( as they ima- 
gine ie) for that Dodtrine, or beliefe of divine revelg- 
tron their colletian would be {I conceive ) wide- 
niable 3 ; but the whole current of the conjext, and of 
the moſt eminent Heads and Expoſ tors , aſſures vs; 
that S. Pay! by faith there meanes onely - a full 
perſmaſion of the lawfulneſſe of what we do ;- and this 
Is Þ eyinc' by many of high learning and eftecm,as 
that 
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(18) 
that I ſhall not troable either you , or my ſdlfc with 
clecring thet, which is ſo convincingly don by other; 
to whom'Imake bold to referr you. 

Every Aion then that carries an aflnrance of 
Lawfulneſſe zis in this ſence an Aion of Faith, and 
conſequently whatever is done contrary to our 
perſwaſion,judgment,or donbtingly, before a ſufficient 


- Information (though in its own nature lawful 
however ) is not of faith , and ſoa Sin, 


| And here Sir had 1 time , two Corrolary caſe* 
of conſcience would ſeaſonably interpole ther. 
ſelves for ſatisfa&ion. 

Firſt , hat power perſwaſion bath to make that 
unlawful, which in it's ſelf is not ſo? 

2y. Whether 'an attual particular diſquifition 
of the lawfulneſſe , or expediency of an attion, is of ſuch 
a neceſiity,as that without it we fin in ating ? 

Asto the firft ( for I ſhall but take a glance as I 
paſſe by ) alchongh no outward reſpe& , or the moſt 
zealous perſwaſion can change the Nature and ef- 
ſence of things {their qualities and degrees not de- 


pending upon a bare opinion , ( for both the dif- 
ference 


, 


a 9s 


ference and degrees of good , aud evil , ſpring from; in- 

rinſecal cofiditipns , which no outward reſped. can- 
vary ,.) yet Mans conſcience ( by vertve of an on>. 
changeable Law of God) may make that: which - 
' bg eſſentialy good, for to become accidentally evil : 
that which is innocent in it's nature ;, may have a 
fling in it's uſe , and though nothing be unclean 


Ig ieſelf z yer ic may become ſo , to bim that ac- 
counts it ſo, Jand he that makes uſe of it . again? bis 
Fudgment 3 may ſulley himſdf; but never be able to 


inflampe a real impurity upon the Creature. Thus ; 


though that which is eſſentiall ly evil, cannot become 


accidentally goed ,. yer that which is good i in its ſelf 


may by perſwaſion , become unlawful to us. 
As to the ſecond'( which being fo pertinent and 


| ſeaſonable « gueſt I cannot diſmifſe without a ſhort 
ſalute ) Whether @ particular atjual diſquiſition of 


the lawfulneſſe and expediency in an attion , is of . ſuch 


a neceſſity as that without it we ſin in ating? It may 


eaſily be granted , that although in matters of con- 


cernement , and where there is an apparent rational 
c ##ſe of doubting, there the lawfulneſſe and expediency 


do 
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do neceſſarily challenge the diligence of an exemine- 
tion. Yet in matters of indifferency whole uſe. is de- 
termined by lawfull authority , and in trivial i incon= 

fiderable a&ions ( about which much of onr diſ- 
courſe lies) wherein doing or- not doing is indif- 
ferent , and wherein no doubt can colourably ſhew 
it ſelf to our diſquiet , ip ſuch. ,, our aus inquiſi- 
tive thoughts, are ſo far from being requiſite , as they 
will prove a Burden. 

'For,if for the cropping of a flower, the calling of o#e 
by bis name , or the vayling of a Bonnet , &c. orin 
any ſuch trifles , we (hould howerly lidee our ſelves 
to a (crious ſtri& inquiry of it's lawfulneſſe and ex- 
pediency , we ſhould be mioſt ridiculouſly inſlav'd to 
a ſervility-, which the ſoureſt tackemaſter never 
dreamt of :- And how great a pitty is it, that thoſe 
pretious minutes which call for a more #oble int- 
ployment , ſhould be needleſly throwne away , 0 

ſuch viine, petty inquiries. 

A knowledge therefore that is habitual! , of che 
true nature and uſe of in1ifferencies , is ſufficient to 


warrant ſnch 601M ations ( where no rational 
: doubt 


| 
| 


(16) - 
Joule can difturbe our perſwaſion ) to be of fat | 


thoogh we do not follicitouſly torture our Glves 


in an examining, the atfual particular conſideration 
thereof. Sir , I may very wel earl have tired you, 
I (hall onely therefore ſumme up ſome of thoſe ſed 
efefis which have received their being from this in- 
digeſted opinion; which apon its firſt reception (ma- 
py years ſince by ft#58 men, } did nor ſeem to carry © 
ſo dangerous a fting behind it , by choſe that enter- 


Hook.ccel, tained it :” though ſojre were too true Prophets of 


thoſe miſeries ic hath ſaice In yoly'd us'in: and 
here I heartily wiſh, that experience could not pro- 
duce daily ini too large bleeding charatiers ,thoſe 
peraicions effe&e , which the corruption of ' this 
principle hath fo pſentifirly harche up. 

For firſt , "How are poor ignorant beads filfd by 
it with whimſies and ſuperſtitious phanſies , caſting | 
dirt and impurity on that , which in its owne Adture 

phe and undefiled? railingly ſcoffing at that as 


| via which hath no yenom in it ſelfe , and 
clowniſhly civility for fear of being ſuper” 


ſition linde minding that he' which condemnes 
| | that 


(17 J 

that as unlawſul,which is indifferent , do's unawares 
blindely run upon that ſuperſtition, which he would 
ſo cautiouſly avyzd : For, the taking away of the in- 
differency, of a thing that is ſo , either by requiring 
it 4 neceſſary , or probibiting of it as unlawfull , 
is equally ſuperſtitious. 

2, From this bitter roote ſprings up that cenſo- 
rius judgeing of others , to ſuch an height , as they 
end commonly in ſcorne and contention, which 
do's not 'uſualty cnd without miſchief, for that op- 
poſition which Hes founded in Religion is moſt un- 
natural and furious 3 nothing ſtrikes with ſo deadly 
2 blow as 2 thunderbolt which comes from above ; 
and that contrariety which receives its growth from 
pretenfes of the higheſt nature, will grow deſperate 
ind farious : He that thinks he hath a commiſſion 
ſrom Heaven for his aRtings , will proſecute to the 
purpoſe” ; and if once 4Tive burning, ſpleens be ſer 
on fire by an ignorant zeal , we may quickly expe> 
all to be in flames,for how can mans unruly paſſions 
YE and ſtill their reſentments ? when Reli- 

jon which ſhould give them the check , addes fuel 


fo the greateſt diſorders. 3. By 


———— . 2 
3- Bya cloſe adherance unto this principle, what 


obſtruttions may be caſt upon the commands of au- 


thority. , and what contempt upon thoſe relations 
whom nature ſabjefts us to ? Thoſe a&tions which 


require Secrecy and expedition , mult waite at lea- 
| fare upon their ſlower deliberation, and their equi- 
'tyn maſt be longer a diſcuſſing , then the a7 perhaps 
a performing ; every period may meet with a why, 
and what command bave you for that ? And after all, 
unleſfſe a peremptory authority from Scripture gives 
their unſetled Spirits a commiſſion - they utterly 
rejeft any other , which may command their ſer” 
_ ... (we # 
| 4- Laſtly how miſerably doth this opinion be- 

" tray the tender conſciences of a weake Fudgment , to 

| thoſe languilbing wicertainties,which may render his 
wholc life comfortlefſe and bitter , thoſe daily occa- 
fops which by following his diſcretion may happily 
be gon through with , do meet with rubbes,, which 
do both: flop and- turne afide their courſe. , never. 
reaching a comfortable home ;  ezery common attion of 
life proves a perplexity (C as not daring to peepe out 
without 


(19) 
without a text of. Scripture gocs before, and the 
moſt Innocent aGion is wholly made a ſcruple, nn- 
. till a more able text-man wreſts a Scripture for its 
Approbation. And how muſt our defeted reſolu- 
tion, lie groveling upon the ground, ip a ſuſpenſe, 
untill an expreſſe command takes it up ? A dodtrinc 
which is trulf Evangelical fills with i» » Not 
enſlaves to bondage , it poures Oyler not Vi; inager into 
our wounds , whereas this opinion followd to an 
height , may {et us upon a torment , to \ which a rack 
may be eaſy , may make us unſerviceable 'to Our 72- 
lations , unwelcome to our friend: ” and enemies to. 
our owne repoſe, 24 : 

He therefore that would not be diftratied nick 
perplexities , or tortured with needle G piceties- at 
home , be unprofitable and clownijhly indiſcreet 
,: abroad , or troubleſome to the Church ; will 
heartily ahour after , a rightly informed judgment 
in matters of indifferency. | 
| Whilſt others therefore , for every wide, , and 
every at of civility,tor every decency in the Church, 
Cry where is it commanded in Scripture ? I ſhall onely 


"a 


(20) 

argue , where i it forbidden either direftl , or. ty 
true full conſequence from Scripture , or by reaſons 
for. ] contcive : That for the uſe of that which 


in its ane nature indifferent , there is a. war: 
rants if it be mot forbidden, 


I ſhould now Sir Jook about ſort gn FRYE for 
ſo large a returne , but that 1 write to your (ef, 
of whoſe goodnefſe ] have had fo fair at) expe 
rience. * It is now hopel , that that fourenefle 
which both our worſhip. and civilities have been . 
wraptin, will quickly wear off and that farat itch 
of novelty may expire ,' which bred ſuch confeſſion . 
both in Church and Stetez in both of which,that all 
may ſerve God in the nnity ofthe Sprlc and bond 


. ofpeace, is the prayers of 
SIR "S 
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